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MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT

As I sit and write my monthly greeting 
while the snow continues to fall, 
I can’t help but feel betrayed by 

Punxsutawney Phil. On February 2nd, 
the world’s most famous groundhog 
emerged from his cage, amidst a throng of 
paparazzi, looked around a bit, and before 
he could make his grand escape, the emcee 
announced, “There is no shadow to be cast! 
An early spring is my forecast!”

As legend has it, when Punxsutawney Phil 
fails to see his shadow, spring will come 
early. But today’s forecast has called for 
more snow, a bitter disappointment for 
me and I can’t help but feel as though 
that famous groundhog let me down. My 
expectations were not met.

For the students who attend Kingsway, 
they are confronted with expectations all 
the time. Expectations of their teachers, 
their parents, their friends, and so on. Life 
as a teenager has its challenges but failing 
to live up to someone’s expectations, 
especially someone you care for or admire, 
can add a lot of stress to our students’ lives. 

Although I was bitterly disappointed this 
morning over the apparent promise that 
winter will continue, Punxsutawney Phil 
seems unfazed by his failure to meet my 
expectations. And the lesson here, as told 
by legendary coach John Wooden, “how 
silly it is to live and die on the expectations 
of others.”

Wooden tells a story about when his 
UCLA men’s basketball team captured 
their eighth national championship as a 
follow up to a disappointing loss in double 
overtime the year before. At the buzzer, 
one of Wooden’s boosters ran onto the 
court and shouted, “Congratulations Coach! 
You let us down last year, but we got ‘em 
this time.”
continued on Page 2

Kingsway’s proposed facility 
infrastructure improvement plan, 
scheduled for referendum on 

March 8th, has certainly created a buzz 
throughout the community. Several 
of the District’s public presentations 
solicited community feedback and 
many have asked, “what’s the tax 
impact?” 

Kingsway, which has always been good 
stewards of public funds, and has the 
cost effi  ciencies to prove it, has put 
before the voters a referendum that 
addresses the remaining needs of the 
district in a cost-eff ective way. If we put 
this in real terms, the tax impact on the 
average assessed home is equivalent 
to a Venti White Chocolate Mocha at 
Starbucks ($4.75) and about half the 
cost of an 18” Cheese Pizza at Pizza Villa 
in Swedesboro ($13.95).

Using average assessed home values in 
each of the towns you are looking at a 
monthly cost of $4.78 in Swedesboro; $6.02 in East Greenwich; $7.26 in Woolwich; 
and $8.34 in South Harrison. That’s it. For less than $10 a month Kingsway would have 
the opportunity to complete the last of its expansion eff orts to meet the needs of 
Kingsway’s student population. After this, Kingsway is fi nished expanding its current 
middle and high school campus and will meet the needs of just under 1,000 students 
who participate in 35 interscholastic athletic programs and marching band.

So what does Kingsway get for a few dollars a month? An improved 8-lane 
rubberized surface track; the conversion of two grass fi elds to multi-sport 
synthetic turf fi elds; the construction of a new bus maintenance garage; dedicated 
storage space for marching band; expansion of locker rooms on the fi eld house; 
improvements to our discus, shot put, long & high jump, and javelin fi eld events; and 
more. 

As a Group 4 School (Group 5 in Football and Wrestling), Kingsway’s student-athletes 
are competing with Group 2 resources. Kingsway competes against Shawnee, 
Cherokee, Seneca, Williamstown, Washington Twp., Eastern Regional, and more. This 
project not only resolves a number of critical issues facing the district but literally 
evens the playing fi eld for our student athletes. 

In addition to previous public presentations, district offi  cials will be on hand to 
present to the community on Saturday, February 13th at 9:00 a.m. in the Eitel Theater 
and again on Thursday, February 25th at 8:00 p.m. in the high school’s Café West.

For more information regarding this project please visit the website by clicking HERE.

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR FIVE DOLLARS? 

To review Bond Referendum FAQs, 
click HERE.

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.krsd.org//cms/lib8/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/355/Kingsway+Bond+Referendum+FAQ+-+2-11-16.pdf
http://www.krsd.org/domain/355
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Wooden talks about expectations and found it odd that he 
failed to meet his booster’s expectations. The lesson here 
is this, the next time you’ve worked hard, done your best, 
and still fi nd that someone is unhappy with you, remember 
Punxsutawney Phil. He too failed to meet someone’s 
expectations.

We have a lot happening at Kingsway this winter. We 
continue with our strategic planning process and will present 
information regarding the upcoming referendum on February 
13th and 25th. We recently announced our new Business 
Leadership Academy during our annual Curriculum & Program 
Night and are planning to announce a few new college 
partnerships in the coming weeks.

This month’s Inside Kingsway is packed with great information 
and plenty of student news and I hope you enjoy this issue.

On behalf of the Board of Education and our administrative 
team, we wish you a safe winter season, regardless of how 
long, or short, Punxsutawney Phil says it is.

Very truly yours, 

Dr. James. J. Lavender

Superintendent of Schools

Kingsway is well on its way to developing a new 
three-year strategic plan, entitled Vision 2019: 
Promising Excellence. The strategic planning process 

has already concluded two of its three open meetings for 
anyone from the community who wanted to participate in 
discussions about the District’s future.

The fi rst meeting brought out well over 100 students, 
parents, faculty and staff , business owners, community 
leaders, alumni, 
and elected 
offi  cials. These 
folks were 
interested 
in sharing points of pride in an eff ort to infl uence the 
District’s direction over the next three years. The second 
meeting had a similar turnout and focused more on 
generating ideas and expectations for the District’s future.

The last community meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 9th, is titled “Creating an Action Plan.” This meeting 
will focus on putting the ideas raised in previous meetings 
into an actionable plan. The meeting will begin promptly at 
7:00 p.m. and conclude by 8:30 p.m. Anyone and everyone 
is invited to attend and your attendance at the fi rst two 
meetings is not a requirement. 

You can learn more about Kingsway’s strategic planning 
initiative by visiting http://www.krsd.org/Page/1084. 

KINGSWAY’S 
NEW VISION UNDERWAY

3RD ANNUAL 

FRIDAY 2.26.2016 @ 6PMjazz bistro

High School Café West

k i n g s w a y  r e g i o n a l

Catered by Kingsway Regional School District Cafeteria

ALL  YOU CAN EAT  BUFFET

$10

TICKETS

live
music

Children 10 & under $7

Adults
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The newly formed Kingsway Wellness Committee, dedicated 
to the health and well-being of Kingsway faculty and staff , 
recently introduced a 

walking program that runs 
every Wednesday. 

The walking club meets every 
Wednesday at 7 am at the 
KRMS, and every Wednesday 
at 2:30 pm in the high 
school’s cafeteria west. 

KINGSWAY WELLNESS INTRODUCES 
WALKING CLUB

KINGSWAY

b e c o mi ng  h e a l t hi e r,  o n e  D r ag o n  at  a  t i m e

wellness

Dragons Walking Club
Wednesdays at 7 am (MS)
and 2:30 (HS)

http://www.krsd.org/domain/51
http://www.krsd.org/domain/355
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

TECH TIP

Digital literacy includes the following topics that can 
improve a student’s set of 21st century skills: 

  information literacy,

  technology literacy, and 

 digital citizenship. 

Information literacy is the ability to use the internet and a school 
or workplace intranet to effi  ciently locate reliable, relevant 
information combined with the synthesis of collected resources 
in order to produce one’s own work or thoughts. Today, many 
students (and adults) resort to, “I’ll just Google it!” Yet, there is 
much more to yielding an eff ective Google search and selecting 
the best result. 

Consider your own search behavior: How often do you click to 
the second page of results? Have you ever used a “search only” in 
the Google search fi eld (for example - fi letype:pdf )? Technology 
literacy refers to the use of software tools and applications 
and includes a broad range of tools and programs that can be 

utilized for academic, professional 
and personal use. What applications 
and online platforms do you most 
often use? Microsoft Offi  ce, Google 
Drive, PowerSchool, and OnCourse 
are mainstays in education – rate 
your level of eff ectiveness with these 
and contemplate exploring new 
online software, such as NearPod. 
It is prudent to continually seek out 
training not only for yourself but 
also your students due to the rapid 
growth of online programs. Last, and 
of utmost importance for our young 
adults is digital citizenship – this encompasses an understanding 
of ethical online behavior to prevent common mistakes like 
plagiarism, sharing negative opinions about other individuals, 
and the “I shared too much” moments on social media.  

What happens in a Media Center 
within a school is magical. In the 
Kingsway Regional School District, 

we have three dedicated professionals 
who work their magic to build interesting, 
relevant book collections for thousands of 
readers, who design the physical and virtual 
work spaces for students and faculty, who 
support the students with research and 
independent reading quests, who learn 
and acquire the best technology tools for 
the 21st century learner, who provide professional development 
to colleagues, and who are also educating students through 
engaging, relevant lessons. Debbie Wesolek, Colleen Fitzpatrick, 
and Heather Connor perform these daily activities with ease and 
pride. They provide that one common, stimulating, safe, and 
equitable physical and intellectual space for 
all students to access resources and tools 
required of them to meet their learning 
needs.

Over the past three years, the Media Center 
Specialists have redefined the mission of the 
Media Center within the district: to provide 
equal access to high-quality resources; to 
challenge students to pursue their potential; 
to foster a passion for reading; to encourage 
active and ethical digital citizenship; to 
deliver instruction that requires students 
to excel in reading, viewing, and using information and ideas; 

and to collaborate with educators to design 
lessons that enable all students to reach a 
high standard of achievement. These three 
professionals have worked to research 
and implement new technology tools and 
databases for students to have access to 
the most up-to-date information for their 
assignments. Debbie, Colleen, and Heather 
are relentless in their passion to share their 
skills and knowledge with the faculty. They 
attend department and PLT meetings with 
teachers to foster collaboration and teamwork. Their team effort to 
align research instruction and standards is beginning to show its 
benefits—as students are familiar with the research process and 
understand how to use specific research tools/databases, such as 
EasyBib, IE Academy, Opposing Viewpoints, and SIRS Discoverer.  

On a monthly basis, these educators are running data reports on 
their media centers to find where improvements can be made for 
students and staff. Their enthusiasm for growing professionally and 
their continued efforts toward goals for the Media Center are what 
will continue to construct a strong blueprint for students to achieve 
academically and to learn the 21st century skills needed in college 
and careers. Research studies confirm that school media center 
specialists support student achievement and growth—and are an 
indispensable resource for both students and staff. We know the 
value of Debbie, Colleen, and Heather to our school system, and 
their accomplishments and dedication to the students and staff 
of Kingsway are why they are honored as the February Spotlight 
Teachers! 

SPOTLIGHT TEACHER: MEDIA CENTER SPECIALISTS

Debbie WesolekHeather Connor

Colleen Fitzpatrick
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES
GreatSchools & PARCC Launch Parent Guide 

PARCC Consortium member states have partnered with 
GreatSchools to launch the GreatSchools Test Guide for Parents, 
a new resource 
to assist parents 
in helping their 
children prepare 
academically for 
the next grade level 
and for college and 
careers. 

The guide provides information about what children need to know 
and be able to do at each grade level and how to support children 
at home, based on how they performed on the PARCC assessment. 
It also explains what knowledge and skills are needed for each 
area of the test and which parts are especially tough for kids, while 
off ering easy ways to boost skills. For resources and additional 
information, visit GreatSchools website at: 
http://www.greatschools.org.

Redesigning the SAT

The SATs have been redesigned and starting in March 2016, a newly 
redesigned SAT will replace the current SAT. The new SAT includes 
a Reading Test, Writing and Language Test, and a Mathematics Test. 
The SAT has an optional 
essay component, which 
some colleges might require. 
SAT questions focus on skills 
that matter most for college 
readiness and success.  

The SAT is a standardized 
test that assesses the critical 
reading, mathematics, and writing skills that students need to be 
successful in college. Each of the two sections that comprise the 
SAT has a possible score of 800 points. The SAT test results represent 
one factor considered by many colleges and universities in making 
admissions decisions.

For additional information and resources on the SAT, please visit our 
website: http://krsd.org/SAT. 

TESTING UPDATE

KINGSWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

PARCC Assessment Testing Dates

English-Language Arts (ELA)
(Grades 9 - 11)

April 12 – April 22, 
2016Mathematics 

(Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II)

KINGSWAY REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL

PARCC Assessment Testing Dates

English-Language Arts (ELA)
(Grades 7 - 8)

April 19 – May 10, 
2016Mathematics 

(Grades 7, 8, and Algebra I)

  Students will have between 80 and 110 minutes to   
 complete each unit.

  The PARCC ELA assessment (for grades 7-11) is comprised  
 of 3 units. 

  The PARCC Mathematics assessment (for grades 7, 8,   
 Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II) is comprised of 3 units.
 PLEASE NOTE: All make-up testing will occur after the   
 regular administration has concluded.

2016 PARCC TESTING SCHEDULE CHOOSING THE RIGHT ELECTIVES

It’s that time of year again – time to choose your classes! At KRSD, 
elective classes are broken down into Six Programs of Study from 
grades 7 through 12. These programs refl ect career clusters within 

the following categories: Allied Health, Business & Leadership, Creative 
Arts, Law & Justice, Liberal Arts, and S.T.E.M. So, why are electives 
important? 

Taking electives can give you a chance to explore your curiosities, 
lighten a challenging class schedule, and have fun studying something 
you love all while showing your personality to a school! College Board 
notes that choosing the right electives helps colleges know who you 
are and can assist you when applying. College admissions offi  cers will 
look at which subjects you choose for electives and the grades you get 
in those courses. If you select electives that you are excited about and 
dedicate yourself to, that interest and eff ort will show in your grades. 

To make sure you are choosing the right classes, talk to your 
guidance counselor to help you fi gure out which electives meet the 
requirements of college programs or careers you are considering. Use 
College Search to see what specifi c colleges require, and check out 
High School Classes Colleges Look For to get an idea of the courses 
college admission offi  cers want to see on your transcript.

In addition to strengthening college applications, electives can help 
you unearth new career interests. Because they cover such a wide 
variety of subjects, electives can introduce you to fascinating topics you 
may not otherwise have learned. For example, taking the Sports and 
Health Science class in the middle school and Sports Medicine elective 
at the high school may lead you to discover a career as a dietitian, 
nurse, athletic trainer, or other healthcare professional.  

So, as you begin to choose your classes for next year, use Kingsway’s 
Six Programs of Study and talk to your guidance counselor about what 
classes fi t your interests and career goals!

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-high-school-record/how-to-choose-high-school-electives
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-high-school-record/high-school-classes-colleges-look-for
http://krsd.org/Page/456
http://krsd.org/Page/456
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Kingsway would like 
to thank Neumann 
University for 

collaborating with the High 
School Guidance department 
to host a Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
night. Those that attended 
received expert advice on 
how to successfully complete 
the FAFSA from Neumann’s 
fi nancial aid counselors. 

All students interested in being 
considered for federal student aid, low-cost loans, grants, 
and work-study must complete this form. States may also 
use the FAFSA to determine eligibility for state and school 
aid. Families interested in completing the form can do so at 
https://fafsa.ed.gov/.

KRHS had three 
teams participate 
in the 2015-2016 

Congressional App Challenge. 
The Congressional App 
Challenge is a competition 
aimed at encouraging U.S. 
high school students to learn 
how to code by creating their 
own applications. The team 
comprised of Anjana Chamarthi, Drashti Patel and Patricia Redulla 
was able to successfully complete the challenge and were invited 
to a competition banquet in Washington D.C. To view their app 
please visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsA_1eI8F80. 
Congratulations to all the students that accepted this challenge! 
For more information about this program, visit http://www.
congressionalappchallenge.us.

NEUMANN VISITS KINGSWAY KINGSWAY PARTICIPATES IN 
APP CHALLENGE

On January 6, 2016, twelve KRHS graduates 
participated in our annual alumni sharing day 
hosted by the high school guidance department. 

Current students in attendance included juniors and 
seniors interested in discovering what to expect when 
they ultimately arrive on a college campus. Our alumni 
were able to share their college experiences thus far. A 
variety of topics were touched upon: alumni’s college 
application and decision making process, how to prepare 
for college coursework, how to make the most of your 
years at Kingsway to be better prepared at college, and 
campus life. Graduates reported that Kingsway prepared 
them extremely well for college coursework. 

Thank you to those who participated: Once a Dragon, 
Always a Dragon!

ALUMNI SHARING DAY

KRHS graduates 
from the classes 
of 2014 and 2015 
share collegiate 
experiences with 
current students.
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HIGH SCHOOL

Congratulations to KRHS junior Jessica Lail who was one 
of nine students from the entire state of New Jersey to be 
selected to the 2016 Executive Board of the New Jersey 

Association of Student Councils (NJASC). Jessica was selected to 
serve as the council’s Secretary for the 2016 calendar year. This 
is an extremely high honor as we have never had a student from 
Kingsway sit on the state’s executive board. Jessica will participate 

in the NJASC’s transition meeting in February, when she and the 
other eight members of the newly elected executive board will take 
offi  ce and set their agenda for the upcoming year. We couldn’t be 
more proud of Jessica who will represent her school and her state 
so well. For more information on the New Jersey Association of 
Student Councils go to: http://www.njasc.org/.

Left: 2016 NJASC Secretary, Jessica Lail
Right: Kingsway Student Council members show their support 
for Jessica Lail at the NJASC Winter Convention

JUNIOR JESSICA LAIL SELECTED AS SECRETARY FOR NJASC

During the week of January 
11th-January 15th, 
Kingsway’s Habitat for 

Humanity chapter sponsored 
its fi rst ever Winter Coin Drive. 
All proceeds were donated to 
the Gloucester County HFH 
organization. As with most 
“penny wars,” this coin drive 
had departments around KRHS 
competing to raise the most 
money. Pennies were worth one 
point and silver coins were worth 
negative points by denomination. 
For fi ve days, this battle ensued with scores varying wildly from day to 
day, as students and teachers alike got caught up in the competition. 
At the end of the week, however, the science department emerged 
victorious with a grand total of 12,872 points. An amazing total of 
$2,100 in donations was raised. Way to go, Dragons!

KRHS’S HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RAISES $2,100

KRHS History department members, as the coin drive “losers,” 
sport penguin outfi ts. HFH advisor Tom Stelling (center) from the 
winning science department joins them.
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We are proud to announce our Seniors of the Month for 
January 2016, Gabriella Bruno and Kyra Traino. Gabriella is 
the president of 

the Class of 2016. This is 
the third year in a row she 
has been selected by her 
peers to serve in this role. 
She is also a member of 
student council executive 
board, and she is a three-
season varsity athlete 
(soccer, basketball, and 
softball) and has served as 
a team captain in the fall 
and winter. 

Kyra is a member of 
student council, the 
National Honor Society, and Interact. She is also a varsity athlete in 
fi eld hockey and lacrosse, serving as a team captain in both sports. 
She has also been named a Spotlight Student on two separate 
occasions. Both Gabriella and Kyra are Dragon Ambassadors. 
Congratulations to two standout student athletes!

SENIORS OF THE MONTH 

Pictured from left to right: Mr. Zurzolo, 
Gabriella Bruno, Kyra Traino, and Mr. 
Stephenson

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

KRHS is proud to announce the Spotlight Students for January 
2016. The Spotlight Student Program recognizes one student 
per grade level each month for being outstanding students 

and citizens and 
for demonstrating 
the six pillars 
of character: 
trustworthiness, 
respect, 
responsibility, 
fairness, caring, 
and citizenship. 
The January 
Spotlight Students 
as selected 
by our History 
Department are: 
Joseph Nelson 
(Grade 9), Michael 
Bispels (Grade 10), 
Courtney Lugovoy 
(Grade 11), and Rebecca Kier (Grade 12). Congratulations to these 
outstanding Kingsway Dragons!

Pictured from left to right: 
Mr. Stephenson, Rebecca Kier (12), Courtney 
Lugovoy (11), Michael Bispels (10), Joseph 
Nelson (9), and Mrs. Ackley (History 
Department Chairperson)

WELCOME, BABY 
CHARLOTTE!
Congratulations are in order for Rebekah 
and Brian McGovern on the birth of 
Charlotte Grace (8 lbs 20 inches long) 
on January 10th! Mom and baby are 
doing well.

Welcome, Charlotte Grace!  

On Friday, January 15th, Interact hosted its 3rd Annual 
Battle of the Bands with all proceeds going to benefi t the 
Ronald McDonald House. Six diff erent bands competed 

for the coveted 
title, and 
this year, the 
Pinheads came 
out victorious. 
The band 
generously 
donated their 
prize money 
of $250 back 
to the Ronald 
McDonald 
House. Scarlet 
Sunrise won the 
People’s Choice 
award. Interact 
will be donating a total of $3,500 to the Ronald McDonald 
House. Congratulations to Mrs. Ottinger and Ms. Crimaldi, all of 
the participating bands, and our Interact club on another job 
well done!

INTERACT’S BATTLE OF THE BANDS 
RAISES $3,500

The Pinheads, 2016 Battle of the Bands 
winner

WELCOME, BABY 
LEONARDO!
Congratulations are in order for Nick and 
Andrea Fiocco on the birth of Leonardo 
Fiocco! The future world-renowned artist 
weighed 9 lbs 1 oz. 

Welcome, Leonardo!



HIGH SCHOOL
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Drama and Forensics 
teams from throughout 
the State met at North 

Burlington High School on 
Saturday, January 16th for 
Kingsway’s fi rst NJ Drama 
and Forensics League (NJDFL) 
Tournament of the 2015-16 
season. 

The mission of the NJDFL 
is to foster a competitive 
and creative outlet for high 
school theater and forensic students, while providing a forum for 
competition and constructive feedback as well as encouraging 
growth and development in the theater/speech arenas. Categories 
include Comedy Pairs, Dramatic Monologue, Persuasive Speaking, 
Poetry Interpretation, Improvisational Pairs, After Dinner Speaking, 
Readers’ Theater, Impromptu Speaking, Comedy Monologue and 
Dramatic Pairs.

“This competition is a benefi t to our students interested in the 
Drama and Debate programs,” said Advisor Andrew Young. “It places 
students in a competitive world beyond the walls of Kingsway 
where, to be successful, they must prepare for and focus on their 
performances.”

Senior Jacob Racy placed in the Impromptu Speaking category 
which qualifi ed him to represent Kingsway in the NJDFL State 
Finals at Raritan HS in February. For Impromptu Speaking, each 
contestant drew a random quote or topic from the judge’s envelope 
and presented a speech based on that quote or topic. Mr. Racy had 

minutes to formulate coherent and comprehensive speeches to 
emphasize his critical thinking, interpretive and public speaking 
skills.  

“I was impressed by this team’s dedication to their preparation,” 
said Young of Briana Ashmen, Imani Carthan, Indrojit Chatterjee, 
Kayla Deeden, Ariana Mendez, Isabella Pietrangeli, Jacob Lang, 
Alyssa Miller, Jacob Racy, Tea Roberts and Ebenezer Wood. “But we 
have a long way to go to get better as individuals and as a team,” he 
added. Young also pointed out that Kingsway hosted its fi rst NJDFL 
Tournament on January 30 and will compete at Eastern High and 
Raritan High this month.

Junior Imani Carthan, a veteran 
of NJDFL competitions, said of 
the tournament, “It made me 
see how much preparation and 
hard work can really get you 
far. We all were there for each 
other and rooted each other on 
and because of that we got far.”

“I enjoyed acting and making 
the audience laugh,” declared 
Freshman, Ariana Mendez, of her 
fi rst tournament in the Improvisational Pairs competition. “With a 
little more practice, I know we will blow the judges away.”

Said Junior Kayla Deeden, another NJDFL vet, “I really love being in 
these competitions and talking to new people. They’re one of my 
favorite times of the year.”

Any KRHS student interested in competing in Kingsway’s NJDFL 
should contact Mr. Young at younga@krsd.org.  

JACOB RACY QUALIFIES FOR STATE NJDFL COMPETITION

Jacob Racy, KRHS Senior

Kingsway’s NJDFL Team

Congratulations, Pushti Shah! 
Pushti Shah was selected to 
receive the Widener University 

High School Leadership Award. 
This awards program is designed to 
recognize high school students like 
Pushti in the region who embody the 
university’s commitment to develop 
and inspire leaders to aff ect positive 
change. With this award, the Widener 
University High School Leadership 
Awards Committee recognizes 
Pushti’s ability to demonstrate 
courage by standing up for what 
is right, fi nding a way to address a 
wrong, or making a diff erence in a 
signifi cant way.

SHAH RECEIVES WIDENER AWARD

Don’t miss this year’s third annual jazz bistro set for 
Friday, February 26th at 6 pm. This year’s bistro, again 
sponsored by the Kingsway Education Foundation, will 

feature all three of KRHS’s 
jazz ensembles in a special 
night of jazz. 
Our talented students will 
perform selections from 
all eras of jazz and this is 
a night you do not want 
to miss. Dinner will be 
available for purchase at 
6 pm. Stay tuned for more 
details. 
Hope to see you there! 

THIRD ANNUAL JAZZ BISTRO
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

Kingsway Regional Middle School is proud 

to recognize our JANUARY Spotlight 

Students.  

The following students have stood out 

amongst their peers due to their exemplary 

character.

D team  – Isabella Kuminka, 7th

R team –  Kittana Tran, 8th

A team –  Divum Raval, 8th

                                   Riley Richards, 8th

G team –  Stephen Bleistine, 7th

O team –  Patrice Martin, 7th

N team –  James Burns, 8th

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

MATH COUNTS TO COMPETE AT ROWAN

This year’s KRMS Math Counts team competed with other middle schools in South Jersey at Rowan University on Saturday, February 
6th. The team placed 5th in all of South Jersey! Much preparation went 
into practicing for the competition. The students met twice a week to 

practice previous years’ competition problems. At home students continued 
to practice problems and watched training videos from the MathCounts 
website in preparation for their competition. Over the past few weeks, the 
team concentrated on the sprint round, completing 30 questions in 40 
minutes without a calculator. Pictured here is the Math Counts Team: Nikolaos 
Kalfas, Briana Worrell, Pratik Jacob, Matthew Shapiro, Sam Allen, Maddy 
Phun, Maya Yun, Anirudh Muralidharan, Lauren Phan, and Rohan Nambiar. 
Congratulations, Dragons!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY

Congratulations to Brianna Worrell!  Brianna was chosen as 
our Principal for 
the Day through 

our Renaissance Program 
raffl  e. All of the students 
who served 10 hours of 
community service or who 
participated in 10 hours 
of after school clubs or 
activities were eligible for 
this opportunity. 

Principal Worrell spent the 
day monitoring bus duty, 
overseeing lunch duty, 
observing teachers, and 
getting a behind the scenes 
look at how KRMS operates. 
We are happy to report 
she issued no suspensions 
during her day of service!

FUEL UP ATTENDS ADCAP SUMMIT

Through their participation in Fuel Up to Play 60, students 
Erin McShea, Ani Muralidharan , Ryan Hughes, and Nate 
Jess all represented Kingsway Regional School District well 

at the AdCap 
Summit on 
November 
2nd . 
Individually, 
each student 
had to 
present to 
a panel of 
judges his/
her pitch for 
making his/
her school 
a healthier environment. Erin and Ani both received grants 
to implement their ideas in their school. Congratulations to 
all four students for their commitment to a healthier school 
environment! 

KINGSWAY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The Kingsway Education Foundation (KEF) aims to support 
a range of programs that keep Kingsway Regional School 
District at the forefront of educational innovation. Since 2013, 

the Foundation has donated 
close to $60,000 through 
awarded mini-grants. 
These grants have helped 
fund close to two dozen 
programs and resources 
developed by Kingsway’s 
own faculty and staff . The 
program featured below 
was funded during the 
2015-16 school year.

Chromebooks for UDL History by David Stanton

Chromebooks for UDL History is a philosophy that I have adopted 
in my Academic World History class that provides students the 
opportunity to use technology to become active participants in 
their education. The Chromebooks have provided opportunities 
for classes and students to increase collaboration with each 
another and for individual students to become familiar with 
the emergence of new technologies, preparing them for the 
technology-fueled world in which we live. The students have been 
using the computers to conduct research on academic websites 

and the school databases to increase their knowledge about the 
time periods in which we are studying. The Chromebooks assisted 
the students with our Explorer Epitaph assignment, where students 
used the Chromebooks to research interesting information about 
explorers and allowed them to build a memorial for their chosen 
subject.

In the fi rst part of the school year, we used Google Classroom to 
complete various group activities as well as individual assignments 
to understand historical time periods such as the Renaissance, 
Reformation and the 
Scientifi c Revolution. 
There were many diff erent 
activities that allowed 
the students to learn the 
information. For example, 
one lesson had students use 
Google Slides to complete 
vocabulary, while others 
took notes and listened to 
lectures created by myself 
and my co-teacher, Ms. Sarbello on ShowMe. As we move forward, 
we will continue to use technology for both collaborative and 
individual assignments, allowing the students to become strong 
students of history. 

MINI-GRANT UPDATE: CHROMEBOOKS FOR UDL HISTORY  



ATHLETICS KINGSWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETICS COACHING STAFF

Ms. June Cioffi   – Director of Athletics

Mr. Robert Baerman, Jr.  – Certifi ed Athletic Trainer

Ms. Christina Ludlam  – Certifi ed Athletic Trainer 

BOYS BASKETBALL

Andrew Owens, Head
Dave Stanton, JV
Alex Skalski, Freshman
Drew Laverty, Middle

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Karyn Pickard, Head
Tony Barchuk, JV
Tracey Fagan, Freshman
Takiyah Dumas, Middle

WRESTLING

Anthony Badaracco, Head
Tim Narcisi, Assistant
Kurt DeWoody, JV

WINTER TRACK

Christian Lynch, Head
TBA, Assistant
Jen Beckett, Assistant

DIVING

Skyler Lindsey, Head

BOYS & GIRLS SWIMMING

Caitlin Hess, Head
Steve Tucker, Assistant

BOWLING

Mike Mulligan, Head
Cynthia Baita, Assistant

CHEERLEADING

Dawn Marchetti, Head
Laura Mervine, JV

The wrestling team thanks Dr. Lavender for allowing wrestling 
matches at Kingsway High School. 
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ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP SIGNINGS  

From left to right: Devon Grippe- Softball- Drexel University; Brendan Stevens - Men’s Track and Field - American International College; 
Sam Shinn - Men’s Track and Field - Mount St. Mary’s University; Jay Scerbo - Men’s Lacrosse – Seton Hill University

January HS Physical Education 
Students of the Month

Isashe Xutuc-Ramirez (9th Grade)
Rohit Nambiar (10th Grade)
Ryan Grogan (11th Grade)
Anna Kjellson (12th Grade)

January MS Physical Education 
Students of the Month

Alisyn Fink (7th Grade)
Alison McCarrie (8th Grade)



MARK YOUR CALENDARS
UPCOMING EVENTS:
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FEBRUARY 13TH .......................COMMUNITY REFERENDUM MEETING

FEBRUARY 18TH .........................................................BOE MEETING @ 7 PM

FEBRUARY 25TH .......................COMMUNITY REFERENDUM MEETING

FEBRUARY 26TH ...................................................KEF JAZZ BISTRO @ 6 PM

MARCH 8TH ......................................................................REFERENDUM VOTE

MARCH 9TH .................................................................VISION 2019 MEETING

 

HS MID-PERIOD MARKING
Start End Days

S I 9/2/15 1/29/16 90

Mid-Mark 1 11/13/15 45

S II 2/1/16 6/20/16 91

Mid-Mark 2 4/15/16 46

TOTAL DAYS 181

REPORT CARDS
REPORT CARD 1 2/8/16

REPORT CARD 2 6/27 

MS MID-PERIOD MARKING
Start End Days

Q1 9/2/15 11/13/15 45

Mid-Mark 1 10/06/2015 23

Q2 11/16/15 1/29/16 45

Mid-Mark 2 12/18/2015 23

End Semester I 1/29/2016 90

Q3 2/01/16 4/13/16 45

Mid-Mark 3 3/04/2016 23

Q4 4/14/16 6/20/16 91

Mid-Mark 4 5/16/2016 23

End Semester II 6/20/2016 91

TOTAL DAYS 181

REPORT CARDS
REPORT CARD 1 11/23/15

REPORT CARD 2 2/8/16

REPORT CARD 3 4/22/16

REPORT CARD 4 6/27/16

Photo by Alina Battaglia, Grade 11



JIM MUELLER, PRESIDENT .........................................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
LAUREN BOERLIN, VICE PRESIDENT ......................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
BARRY JENKINS ..............................................................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
DEBORAH CUNNINGHAM ........................................................SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP
MICHELE BLAIR ........................................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
RUSSELL H. MARINO ................................................................................ WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
MIA RANDAZZO ......................................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
LISA MORDECAI-DANIEL ....................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
PATRICK M. DALEY..........................................................................BOROUGH OF SWEDESBORO
FRANK DONNELLY .............................................................................................. LOGAN TOWNSHIP
DR. JAMES J. LAVENDER .................................................................................... SUPERINTENDENT
JASON SCHIMPF ................................................................................ BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
PATRICIA CALANDRO ....................................................................... CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER
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